SR
3% x

Officers 2014-2016

Seeth Vivek, M.D., DLFAPA
President
Area |l Representative

Jeffrey Borenstein, M.D., DFAPA
Vice-President
Area Il Deputy Representative

Ramaswamy Viswanathan, M.D.,
DMSc, DLFAPA
Secretary

Russell Denea, M.D., DLFAPA
Treasurer

Glenn Martin, M.D., DFAPA
Past President

Vivian Pender, M.D., DLFAPA
Area Il Trustee

Seth P. Stein, Esq.
Executive Director and
General Counsel

Rachel A. Fernbach, Esq.
Deputy Director and
Assistant General Counsel

Member District Branches
Bronx District Branch

Brooklyn Psychiatric
Society, Inc.

Central New York District Branch

Genesee Valley Psychiatric
Association

Greater Long Island Psychiatric
Society

Mid-Hudson District Branch
New York County District Branch

New York State Capital District
Branch

Northern New York
District Branch

Queens County District Branch

West Hudson Psychiatric
Society

Psychiatric Society of
Westchester County, Inc.

Western New York Psychiatric
Society

847905v1

New York State Psychiatric Association, Inc.
400 Garden City Plaza, Garden City, New York 11530 e (516) 542-0077

January 4, 2016

Ann Sullivan, M.D.

Office of the Commissioner

New York State Office of Mental Health
44 Holland Avenue

Albany, NY 12229

Dear Commissioner Sullivan:

The New York State Psychiatric Association, the statewide medical specialty
organization representing over 4,500 psychiatrists practicing in the state,
supports Governor Cuomo’s emergency executive order mandating that local
governments take action regarding homeless people living on the streets when
the temperature falls below freezing.

Many homeless individuals living on the streets undoubtedly suffer from serious
mental illness and their refusal to seek shelter when the temperature falls below
freezing results from an impairment in their judgment due to such mental
illness. In such cases, where an assessment of such individuals indicates
mental impairment and there is an imminent danger to their health and safety
due to frigid temperatures, involuntary removal of such individuals to a hospital
emergency room for examination is medically appropriate and permitted under
the NYS Mental Hygiene Law.

However, the mere fact that individuals choose to remain on the streets even
when the temperature falls below freezing is not evidence that such persons
have a mental illness and does not warrant their forcible removal by the

police. We must be cautious that in our zeal to ensure proper care and treatment
of persons with mental illness who are a danger to themselves or others that we
do not interfere with rights of individuals to make decisions that most would
deem unreasonable or even dangerous.

Moreover, the problem of homeless individuals with serious mental illness
cannot be ultimately addressed merely by removing such individuals from the
streets and bringing them to shelters or emergency rooms. We need a
comprehensive alliance of all stakeholders including state government, local
governments, social service agencies and housing providers to address the
problem of homelessness.

Sincerely,

Seeth Vivek, M.D.
President

Seth P. Stein, Esq.
Executive Director

Area Il Council of the American Psychiatric Association



